
for the week beginning 25th January 

Bible Study Group Notes 

James 1.19-27 

THE BIG PICTURE 

James has been tracing the pathway to spiritual maturity: trials that produce steadfastness, wisdom God 
gives generously, and new birth through the Word of truth. From verse 19, he turns to the evidence of that 
maturity. The question is no longer how God grows us, but what it looks like when His Word is truly 
shaping our lives. James is confronting the danger of hearing without obeying—and calling us from 
religious consumption to obedient discipleship. 

Read James 1.19-27 

RECEIVE THE WORD (1.19-21) 

1. What posture does James call for in 1.19, and why is it essential for spiritual maturity? 

2. Why does James warn that human anger does not produce God’s righteousness (1.20)? 

3. What does James call believers to put away in 1.21, and what does that imply about repentance? 

4. What does it mean to “receive with meekness the implanted word”? What does the image suggest? 

OBEY THE WORD (1.22-25) 

5. What danger does James warn against in 1.22? How can hearing without doing be self-deception? 

6. How does the mirror illustration (1.23–24) help us understand this danger? 

7. What is meant by “the perfect law, the law of liberty” (1.25)? Why is obedience described as freedom? 

8. According to v25, who is truly blessed? 



DISPLAY THE WORD (1.26-27) 

9. Why does James begin with the tongue as a test of genuine religion (1.26)? 

10. How do mercy toward the vulnerable and holiness before God together define “pure religion” (1.27)? 

11. What does it mean to be “unstained from the world” without withdrawing from it? 

REFLECT & APPLY 

12. When you hear God’s Word — in sermons, reading the Bible on your own or in small groups — do you 
tend to listen more like a student or a critic? 

13. Is there something God has already shown you that you need to obey rather than merely reflect on? 

14. Which area James highlights — speech, mercy, or holiness — do you find most challenging right now? 

15. How does remembering that Christ bore our stains help us respond to this passage with repentance 
and hope rather than fear? 

PRAY 

• Ask God for meek hearts to receive His Word, courage to obey what He has shown us, and grace to 
display His transforming work in everyday life. 

• Thank Him for Jesus, who perfectly lived this Word and bore our failures to set us free.


