
for the week beginning 18th January 

Bible Study Group Notes 

James 1.9-18 

THE BIG PICTURE 

James has called believers to steady, single-hearted discipleship under pressure. Having urged them to 
ask God for wisdom in faith, he now addresses two areas where faith is most tested: how we view status 
and wealth, and how we understand temptation and suffering. Throughout, James is clarifying what God 
is like—and what genuine maturity looks like in real life. 

Read James 1.9-18 

INVESTIGATE 

1. How does James address believers who are “lowly” and those who are “rich” in 1.9–11? 

2. What surprising reasons does James give for boasting in each case? 

3. How does the image of the fading flower (1.10–11) challenge common assumptions about security 
and success? 

4. What promise is given to the one who remains steadfast under trial (1.12)? 

5. According to 1.13–15, where does temptation come from—and where does it not come from? 

6. How does James describe the progression of temptation in 1.14–15? 

7. What warning does James give in 1.16, and why might it be needed here? 

8. What does 1.17–18 reveal about God’s character and His intentions toward His people? 



REFLECT 

9. How do 1.9–11 help reframe the way Christians think about status, wealth, and worth? 

10. Why is it spiritually dangerous to confuse temptation with God’s purposes in trials? 

11. How does knowing that God “does not change” (1.17) stabilise faith under pressure? 

12. What difference does it make to see God as the giver of “every good and perfect gift”? 

APPLY 

13. Where are you most tempted to measure yourself—or others—by worldly standards rather than God’s? 

14. When facing temptation, how might James’s clarity about its source change the way you respond? 

15. How can remembering God’s generosity and goodness help you persevere in costly obedience this 
week? 

PRAY 

16. Thank God that He is good, generous, and unchanging. 

17. Ask for humility in prosperity, endurance in trial, and clarity in moments of temptation. 

18. Pray for grace to live as someone “brought forth by the word of truth” (1.18).


