for the week beginning 11th January

Bible Study Group Notes

James 1.1-8

THE BIG PICTURE

James writes to believers who are scattered, pressured, and living costly lives of obedience. He writes as a
pastor who loves his people enough to challenge them. Before calling them to endurance, prayer, and
single-hearted faith, James anchors them in who they are: servants of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ.
His aim is not comfort, but maturity — whole-hearted disciples who remain steadfast under pressure.

Read James 1.1-8

INVESTIGATE

1. How does James describe himself in 1.1, and what does that reveal about his identity and priorities?

2. Who are the “twelve tribes in the Dispersion,” and what kind of pressures might they be facing?

3. What does James command in 1.2 when believers face trials—and what does he not say?

4. According to 1.3-4, what is God producing through trials? What is the intended outcome?

5. How does James describe maturity in 1.4?

6. What does James assume believers will lack in 1.5-and what are they told to do about it?

7. What does 1.5 reveal about God's character toward those who ask for help?

8. What warning does James give in 1.6-8 about being "double-minded"?



REFLECT

9. Why is it important that James begins with identity (“servant of... the Lord Jesus Christ”) before giving
commands?

10. How does this passage challenge a form of Christianity that is warm and sincere, but not costly?

11. What is the difference between genuine faith under pressure and the “double-mindedness” James
warns against?

12. How does asking for wisdom expose where our true loyalties lie?

APPLY

13. Where is your faith being tested right now—through suffering, obedience, inconvenience, or cost?

14. What would it look like to “let steadfastness have its full effect” rather than resisting God'’s work?

15. Is there an area where you need to ask God for wisdom with a more single-hearted readiness to obey?

PRAY

16. Ask God for wisdom, steadfastness, and an undivided heart.

17. Thank Him that He gives generously and does not reproach those who come to Him for help.



