CONNECT with us at St Peter’s
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connect with us online:

you can ask a question,
send us a prayer request,
or just ask for more
information about things
at St Peter’s...
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A very warm welcome to St Peter’s Church!
Thank you for joining us this morning.

St Peter’s

COLCHESTER

Morning Service

Sunday 8th June 2025
10:30am

the Day of Pentecost



THE COLLECT
for the Day of Pentecost

God, who as at this time

taught the hearts of your faithful people

by sending to them the light of your Holy Spirit:
grant us by the same Spirit

to have a right judgement in all things

and evermore to rejoice in his holy comfort;
through the merits of Christ Jesus our Saviour,
who is alive and reigns with you,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and for ever.

Amen.

ST PETER'’S KIDS (S.P.K.) & YOUTH GROUPS

We are delighted to welcome children and families to
St Peter’s on Sunday mornings. Please be reassured
that all our SPK leaders have completed the relevant
Safeguarding ‘Safer Recruitment’ process.

Our IGNITE group (school years 9-13) remain in
church throughout the service, and have their own
meetings on Sunday evenings. Details of other
IGNITE activities are available on request.

The SPARK group (school years 5-8) start in church,
but will head off early in the service to their own
meeting in the Vestry, at the front-left of church. They
will join us again before the end of the service.

The BIBLE TOTS and DIGGERS groups (for those
aged 2 up to school year 4) meet in the Church Hall.
Please could parents take their children down to the
Hall for check-in when SPK begins. Diggers kids will
be brought back into church to rejoin their parents;
Bible Tots kids will be brought back into church, but
should be collected from the back by their parents.

The FAMILY ROOM in the Church Hall is for all
babies up to the age of 2, where parents will be able
to watch the livestream of the service.

If you have any questions about either SPK or IGNITE,
please do not hesitate to contact any of the people
listed on the back of the weekly ‘Update’.

WELCOME & INTRODUCTION
Mark Wallace, Vicar of St Peter’s

"LORD OF THE CHURCH"

Lord of the church, we pray for our renewing:
Christ over all, our undivided aim;

fire of the Spirit, burn for our enduing,

wind of the Spirit, fan the living flame!

We turn to Christ amid our fear and failing,
the will that lacks the courage to be free,

the weary labours, all but unavailing,

to bring us nearer what a church should be.

Lord of the church, we seek a Father’s blessing,
a true repentance and a faith restored,

a swift obedience and a new possessing,

filled with the Holy Spirit of the Lord!

We turn to Christ from all our restless striving,
unnumbered voices with a single prayer:

the living water for our souls’ reviving,

in Christ to live, and love and serve and care.

[SPK leave for their groups in the Vestry & Hall]

Lord of the church, we long for our uniting,
true to one calling, by one vision stirred;

one cross proclaiming and one creed reciting,
one in the truth of Jesus and his word!

So lead us on, till toil and trouble ended,

one church triumphant one new song shall sing
to praise his glory, risen and ascended,

Christ over all, the everlasting King!

© 1984, Timothy Dudley-Smith

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

If we say we have no sin,

we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
If we confess our sins,

God is faithful and just to forgive us our sins
and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.



Almighty God, our heavenly Father,

we have sinned against you

and against our neighbour

in thought and word and deed,

through negligence, through weakness,
through our own deliberate fault.

We are truly sorry

and repent of all our sins.

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
who died for us,

forgive us all that is past

and grant that we may serve you in newness of life
to the glory of your name. Amen.

May the God of love and power

forgive us and free us from our sins,

heal and strengthen us by his Spirit,

and raise us to new life in Christ our Lord. Amen.

BIBLE READING: Acts 2.1-21
page 909-910; read by lain MacArthur

At the end of the reading...
This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

“HOLY SPIRIT, LIVING BREATH OF GOD"

Holy Spirit, living Breath of God,
breathe new life into my willing soul —
bring the presence of the risen Lord

to renew my heart and make me whole.
Cause Your Word to come alive in me;
give me faith for what | cannot see;
give me passion for Your purity:

Holy Spirit, breathe new life in me.

Holy Spirit, come abide within;

may Your joy be seen in all | do —

love enough to cover ev'ry sin

in each thought and deed and attitude.
Kindness to the greatest and the least,
gentleness that sows the path of peace;
turn my striving into works of grace:
Breath of God, show Christin all | do.

Holy Spirit, from creation’s birth,

giving life to all that God has made —

show Your power once again on earth;
cause Your church to hunger for Your ways.
Let the fragrance of our prayers arise,

lead us on the road of sacrifice,

that in unity the face of Christ

will be clear for all the world to see.

Keith Getty | Stuart Townend | © 2006 Thankyou Music Ltd

THE SERMON

THE APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the Virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic* Church, [*ie universal/worldwide]
the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting.

Amen.

"LEAD US, HEAVENLY FATHER"

Lead us, heavenly Father, lead us
through this world's tempestuous sea;
guard us, guide us, keep us, feed us,
now and to eternity:

here possessing every blessing

if our God our Father be.

Saviour, by your grace restore us -
all our weaknesses are plain;

you have lived on earth before us,
you have felt our grief and pain:
tempted, taunted, yet undaunted,
from the depths you rose again.

Spirit of our God, descending,

fill our hearts with holy peace;
love with every passion blending,
pleasure that can never cease:
thus provided, pardoned, guided,
nothing can our peace destroy.

James Edmeston (1791-1867)




PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
led by Duncan Breckels

to finish with the Lord's Prayer...
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come,

your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours

now and for ever.

Amen.

"THERE IS A REDEEMER”

There is a Redeemer,
Jesus, God's own Son,
precious Lamb of God, Messiah,
Holy One.
Thank you, O my Father,
for giving us Your Son,
and leaving Your Spirit,
till the work on earth is done.

Jesus, my Redeemer,
name above all names,
precious Lamb of God, Messiah,
O for sinners slain.

Thank you, O my Father...

When | stand in glory,
| will see his face,
and there I'll serve my King forever,
in that Holy Place.
Thank you, O my Father...

Melody Green | © 1982 Ears To Hear Music

"O GREAT GOD”

O great God of highest heaven,
occupy my lowly heart;

own it all and reign supreme,
conquer every rebel power.

Let no vice or sin remain

that resists Your holy war —

you have loved and purchased me
make me Yours forevermore.

| was blinded by my sin,

had no ears to hear Your voice;
did not know Your love within,
had no taste for heaven's joys.
Then Your Spirit gave me life
opened up Your Word to me —
through the gospel of Your Son
gave me endless hope and peace.

Help me now to live a life

that's dependent on Your grace;
keep my heart and guard my soul
from the evils that | face.

You are worthy to be praised

with my every thought and deed —
O great God of highest heaven,
glorify Your Name through me.

Bob Kauflin | © 2006 Sovereign Grace Praise

CHURCH FAMILY NEWS

"FACING A TASK UNFINISHED"

Facing a task unfinished

that drives us to our knees;

a need that, undiminished,
rebukes our slothful ease;

we, who rejoice to know Thee,
renew before Thy throne

the solemn pledge we owe Thee
to go and make Thee known.

Where other lords beside Thee
hold their unhindered sway,
where forces that defied Thee
defy Thee still today,
with none to heed their crying,
for life, and love, and light,
unnumbered souls are dying
and pass into the night.
We go to all the world,
with kingdom hope unfurled;
no other name has power to save
but Jesus Christ the Lord.

We bear the torch that flaming
fell from the hands of those
who gave their lives proclaiming
that Jesus died and rose.
Ours is the same commission,
the same glad message ours,
fired by the same ambition
to Thee we yield our powers

We go to all the world...



O Father, who sustained them,
O Spirit, who inspired,
Saviour, whose love constrained them,
to toil with zeal untired:
from cowardice defend us,
from lethargy awake!
Forth on Thine errands send us
to labour for Thy sake.
We go to all the world... (repeat to finish)

© 2015 Getty Music Publishing; OMF International (UK)

CONCLUSION

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
and the love of God,

and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit,
be with us all evermore.

Amen.

Please be seated.

Refreshments will be brought to you in the pews.
Do please stay for a while.



