ST PETER’S KIDS (S.P.K.) & YOUTH GROUPS

We are delighted to welcome children and families to
St Peter’s on Sunday mornings. Please be reassured
that all our SPK leaders have completed the relevant
Safeguarding ‘Safer Recruitment’ process.

Our IGNITE group (school years 9-13) remain in
church throughout the service, and have their own
meetings on Sunday evenings. Details of other
IGNITE activities are available on request.

The SPARK group (school years 5-8) start in church,
but will head off early in the service to their own
meeting in the Vestry, at the front-left of church. They
will join us again before the end of the service.

The BIBLE TOTS and DIGGERS groups (for those
aged 2 up to school year 4) meet in the Church Hall.
Please could parents take their children down to the
Hall for check-in when SPK begins. Diggers kids will
be brought back into church to rejoin their parents;
Bible Tots kids will be brought back into church, but
should be collected from the back by their parents.

The FAMILY ROOM in the Church Hall is for all
babies up to the age of 2, where parents will be able
to watch the livestream of the service.

If you have any questions about either SPK or IGNITE,
please do not hesitate to contact any of the people
listed on the back of the weekly ‘Update”.

COMMUNION AT ST PETER’S

This is a Service of Holy Communion. We invite to the
Lord’s Table today all those who are, by God's grace,
in a right relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ and
with their neighbour. *

When we come to the administration, please remain
in your pew until invited forward by the steward.
Children, and those who do not yet feel ready to
receive communion, are welcome to come forward
for a prayer of blessing (and indicate this by holding
this service-sheet in your hand). It helps the flow of
movement around the church if you then return to
your own pew via the side aisles. If you would prefer
to receive communion in your pew, please indicate
this to the steward.

Gluten-free wafers are available on request.

[ * The official position of the Church of England is that:
“Baptized persons who are communicant members of other
Churches which subscribe to the doctrine of the Holy Trinity
and are in good standing in their own Church shall be
admitted to Communion in accordance with Canon B 15A."]

A very warm welcome to St Peter’s Church!
Thank you for joining us this morning.
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THE COLLECT
for the Sunday after Ascension Day

O God the King of glory,

you have exalted your only Son Jesus Christ

with great triumph to your kingdom in heaven:

we beseech you, leave us not comfortless,

but send your Holy Spirit to strengthen us

and exalt us to the place where our Saviour Christ
is gone before,

who is alive and reigns with you,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and for ever.

Amen.

CONNECT with us at St Peter’s

Please scan this QR code
with your smartphone to
connect with us online:
you can ask a question,
send us a prayer request,
or just ask for more
information about things
at St Peter’s. ..

COPYRIGHT INFORMATION

Readings. Scripture quotations are from the Holy Bible, English
Standard Version Anglicised (ESVUK) Copyright © 2001 by Crossway
Bibles. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. Prayers.
Common Worship: Services and Prayers for the Church of England,
material from which is included in this service, is copyright © The
Archbishops’ Council (2000). Hymns. All hymn words reproduced
under CCL Licence No. 36619.

WELCOME & INTRODUCTION
Mark Wallace, Vicar of St Peter’s

"ACROSS THE LANDS"

You're the Word of God the Father

from before the world began;

every star and every planet

has been fashioned by your hand.

All creation holds together

by the power of your voice:

let the skies declare your glory,

let the land and seas rejoice!
You're the Author of creation,
You're the Lord of every man;
and your cry of love rings out across the lands.

Yet you left the gaze of angels,
came to seek and save the lost,
and exchanged the joy of heaven
for the anguish of a cross.
With a prayer you fed the hungry,
with a word you stilled the sea;
yet how silently you suffered
that the guilty may go free.

You're the Author of creation...

[SPK leave for their groups in the Vestry & Hall]

With a shout you rose victorious,
wresting victory from the grave,
and ascended into heaven
leading captives in your wake.
Now you stand before the Father
interceding for your own;
from each tribe and tongue and nation
you are leading sinners home.

You're the Author of creation...

Keith Getty | Stuart Townend | © 2002 Thankyou Music Ltd




PRAYERS OF PREPARATION & PENITENCE

Almighty God,

to whom all hearts are open,

all desires known,

and from whom no secrets are hidden:
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts

by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you,

and worthily magnify your holy name;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Our Lord Jesus Christ said:

The first commandment is this:

“Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God is the only Lord.
You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart,
with all your soul, with all your mind,

and with all your strength.”

The second is this: “Love your neighbour as yourself.”
There is no other commandment greater than these.
On these two commandments

hang all the law and the prophets.

Amen. Lord, have mercy.

God so loved the world

that he gave his only Son Jesus Christ
to save us from our sins,

to be our advocate in heaven,

and to bring us to eternal life.

Let us confess our sins in penitence and faith,
firmly resolved to keep God’s commandments
and to live in love and peace with all.

Almighty God, our heavenly Father,

we have sinned against you

and against our neighbour

in thought and word and deed,

through negligence, through weakness,
through our own deliberate fault.

We are truly sorry and repent of all our sins.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,

who died for us,

forgive us all that is past

and grant that we may serve you in newness of life
to the glory of your name. Amen.

Almighty God,

who forgives all who truly repent,

have mercy upon us,

pardon and deliver us from all our sins,
confirm and strengthen us in all goodness,
and keep us in life eternal;

through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

BIBLE READING: Acts 1.1-end
page 909; read by Anthony Nwosu

At the end of the reading...
This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

"PRAISE GOD"”

Praise God for those who brought us
to know and love the Lord,

who nurtured us and taught us

the treasures of His Word;

to read in Scripture’s pages

of God's eternal plan,

fulfilled through all the ages

in Christ, the Son of Man.

Give thanks that God has given
His written Word of Life,

The pilgrim’s path to heaven,
the Spirit's sword in strife.

The eye of faith, beholding

the way that Jesus trod,

In Scripture finds unfolding
the loving heart of God.

Proclaim the Gospel story,
forgiveness for our sins,

Exalt the Lord of Glory

through whom new life begins.
Our hearts be strong and steady
to trust in Him alone,

Alert prepared and ready

to share the faith we own.

Rejoice in free salvation,
through Christ who died to save,
Who bore our condemnation,
our guilt and cross and grave.
Now risen and ascended,

He makes His promise plain.
When earthly time is ended

the Lord will come again.

He comes when least expected
at God's appointed hour,

no more despised, rejected,

but glorious in His power.

Be ready, then, to greet Him
according to His Word,
prepared each day to meet Him,
our risen, reigning Lord.

© 2020, Timothy Dudley-Smith




THE SERMON

THE NICENE CREED

We believe in one God,

the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is,

seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit
and the Virgin Mary
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory
to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son
is worshipped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic * [* ie universal]
and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism
for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
led by Matt Cox

to finish with the Lord'’s Prayer...
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,

your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation

but deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,

and the glory are yours

now and for ever. Amen.

“"MAN OF SORROWS"”

Man of sorrows, Lamb of God,
by His own betrayed —

the sin of man and wrath of God
has been on Jesus laid.

Silent as He stood accused,

beaten, mocked and scorned —

bowing to the Father’s will,

He took a crown of thorns.
Oh that rugged cross, my salvation,
where your love poured out over me!
Now my soul cries out “hallelujah” —
praise and honour unto thee.

Sent of heaven, God’s own Son,
to purchase and redeem —
and reconcile the very ones
who nailed Him to that tree.
Oh that rugged cross, my salvation...

Now my debt is paid, it is paid in full,

by the precious blood that my Jesus spilled!
Now the curse of sin has no hold on me,
whom the Son sets free, oh is free indeed!

Now my debt is paid, it is paid in full,

by the precious blood that my Jesus spilled!

Now the curse of sin has no hold on me,

whom the Son sets free, oh is free indeed!
Oh that rugged cross, my salvation...

See the stone is rolled away —

behold the empty tomb!

Hallelujah! God be praised,

He's risen from the grave.
Oh that rugged cross, my salvation,
where your love poured out over me!
Now my soul cries out “hallelujah” —
praise and honour unto thee,
praise and honour unto thee.

Brooke Ligertwood | Matt Crocker | © 2012 Hillsong Music Australia




HOLY COMMUNION

The Comfortable Words

Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened,
and | will give you rest. Matthew 11.28

For God so loved the world

that he gave his one and only Son,

that whoever believes in him shall not perish
but have eternal life. John 3.16

Here is a trustworthy saying

that deserves full acceptance:
Christ Jesus came into the world
to save sinners. 1 Timothy 1.15

If anybody sins,

we have an advocate with the Father,

Jesus Christ the righteous;

he is the propitiation for our sins. 1 John 2.1-2

The Prayer of Humble Access

We do not presume

to come to this your table, merciful Lord,

trusting in our own righteousness,

but in your manifold and great mercies.

We are not worthy

so much as to gather up the crumbs
under your table.

But you are the same Lord

whose nature is always to have mercy.

Grant us therefore, gracious Lord,

so to eat the flesh of your dear Son Jesus Christ

and to drink his blood,

that our sinful bodies may be made clean
by his body

and our souls washed
through his most precious blood,

and that we may evermore dwell in him,
and he in us. Amen.

Communion Prayers

Almighty God, our heavenly Father,

we thank you that in your tender mercy

you gave your only Son Jesus Christ

to suffer death upon the cross for our redemption;
he made there a full atonement

for the sins of the whole world,

offering once for all his one sacrifice of himself.

He instituted,

and in his holy gospel commanded us to continue,
a perpetual memory of his precious death

until he comes again.

In the same night that he was betrayed,
he took bread and gave you thanks;
he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying,

"Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;
do this in remembrance of me.”

In the same way, after supper
he took the cup and gave you thanks;
he gave it to them, saying,

"Drink this, all of you;

this is my blood of the new covenant,
which is shed for you and for many
for the forgiveness of sins.

Do this, as often as you drink it,

in remembrance of me.” Amen.

The Administration of Communion

The president and people receive communion, and
the communicant replies
Amen.

The Prayer after Communion

Almighty God,

we thank you for feeding us

with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ.
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies
to be a living sacrifice.

Send us out

in the power of your Spirit

to live and work

to your praise and glory. Amen.

CHURCH FAMILY NEWS

“TURN YOUR EYES UPON JESUS"

Turn your eyes upon Jesus,

look full in His wonderful face;

and the things of earth will grow strangely dim
in the light of His glory and grace.

Turn your eyes to the hillside,
where justice and mercy embraced;
there the Son of God gave His life for us
and our measureless debt was erased.
Jesus, to You we lift our eyes;
Jesus, our glory and our prize;
we adore You, behold You, our Saviour ever true,
O Jesus, we turn our eyes to You!



Turn your eyes to the morning,
and see Christ the lion awake;
what a glorious dawn, fear of death is gone
for we carry His life in our veins.
Jesus, to You we lift our eyes...

Turn your eyes to the heavens,
our King will return for His own;
every knee will bow, every tongue will shout:
all glory to Jesus alone!
Jesus, to You we lift our eyes...
O Jesus, we turn our eyes to You!

© 2019 Sovereign Grace Worship

THE CONCLUSION

May the peace of God,

which passes all understanding,

keep your hearts and minds

in the knowledge and love of God,

and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord;

and may the blessing of God almighty,

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,

be among you and remain with you always.
Amen.

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
In the name of Christ. Amen.

Please be seated.

Refreshments will be brought to you in the pews.
Do please stay for a while.



