A very warm welcome to St Peter’s Church!
Thank you for joining us this morning.

St Peter’s

COLCHESTER

Communion Service
CONNECT with us at St Peter’s

Sunday 4th May 2025
10:30am

Please scan this QR code

with your smartphone to

connect with us online:

you can ask a question,
send us a prayer request,
or just ask for more
information about things
at St Peter’s. ..




THE COLLECT
for the Third Sunday of Easter

Almighty Father,
who in your great mercy gladdened the disciples
with the sight of the risen Lord:
give us such knowledge of his presence with us,
that we may be strengthened and sustained
by his risen life
and serve you continually in righteousness and truth;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

COPYRIGHT INFORMATION

Readings. Scripture quotations are from the Holy Bible, English
Standard Version Anglicised (ESVUK) Copyright © 2001 by Crossway
Bibles. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. Prayers.
Common Worship: Services and Prayers for the Church of England,
material from which is included in this service, is copyright © The
Archbishops’ Council (2000). Hymns. All hymn words reproduced
under CCL Licence No. 36619.

ST PETER’S KIDS (S.P.K.) & YOUTH GROUPS

We are delighted to welcome children and families to
St Peter’s on Sunday mornings. Please be reassured
that all our SPK leaders have completed the relevant
Safeguarding ‘Safer Recruitment’ process.

Our IGNITE group (school years 9-13) remain in
church throughout the service, and have their own
meetings on Sunday evenings. Details of other
IGNITE activities are available on request.

The SPARK group (school years 5-8) start in church,
but will head off early in the service to their own
meeting in the Vestry, at the front-left of church. They
will join us again before the end of the service.

The BIBLE TOTS and DIGGERS groups (for those
aged 2 up to school year 4) meet in the Church Hall.
Please could parents take their children down to the
Hall for check-in when SPK begins. Diggers kids will
be brought back into church to rejoin their parents;
Bible Tots kids will be brought back into church, but
should be collected from the back by their parents.

The FAMILY ROOM in the Church Hall is for all
babies up to the age of 2, where parents will be able
to watch the livestream of the service.

If you have any questions about either SPK or IGNITE,
please do not hesitate to contact any of the people
listed on the back of the weekly ‘Update”.

COMMUNION AT ST PETER’S

This is a Service of Holy Communion. We invite to the
Lord’s Table today all those who are, by God's grace,
in a right relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ and
with their neighbour. *

When we come to the administration, please remain
in your pew until invited forward by the steward.
Children, and those who do not yet feel ready to
receive communion, are welcome to come forward
for a prayer of blessing (and indicate this by holding
this service-sheet in your hand). It helps the flow of
movement around the church if you then return to
your own pew via the side aisles. If you would prefer
to receive communion in your pew, please indicate
this to the steward.

Gluten-free wafers are available on request.

[ * The official position of the Church of England is that:
“Baptized persons who are communicant members of other
Churches which subscribe to the doctrine of the Holy Trinity
and are in good standing in their own Church shall be
admitted to Communion in accordance with Canon B 15A."]




THE CONCLUSION

May the peace of God,

which passes all understanding,

keep your hearts and minds

in the knowledge and love of God,

and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord;

and may the blessing of God almighty,

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,

be among you and remain with you always.
Amen.

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
In the name of Christ. Amen.

Please be seated.

Refreshments will be brought to you in the pews.

Do please stay for a while.

WELCOME & INTRODUCTION
Mark Wallace, Vicar of St Peter’s

"RESURRECTION HYMN"

See, what a morning, gloriously bright,

with the dawning of hope in Jerusalem;

folded the grave-clothes, tomb filled with light,
as the angels announce, “Christ is risen!”

See God's salvation plan,

wrought in love, borne in pain, paid in sacrifice,
fulfilled in Christ, the Man,

for He lives: Christ is risen from the dead!

See Mary weeping, "Where is He laid?”

as in sorrow she turns from the empty tomb;
hears a voice speaking, calling her name;

it's the Master, the Lord raised to life again!

The voice that spans the years,

speaking life, stirring hope, bringing peace to us,
will sound till He appears,

for He lives: Christ is risen from the dead!

[SPK leave for their groups in the Vestry & Hall]

One with the Father, Ancient of Days,

through the Spirit who clothes faith with certainty.
Honour and blessing, glory and praise,

to the King crowned with pow’r and authority!

And we are raised with Him,

Death is dead, love has won, Christ has conquered;
and we shall reign with Him,

for He lives: Christ is risen from the dead!

Keith Getty | Stuart Townend | © 2003 Thankyou Music Ltd




PRAYERS OF PREPARATION & PENITENCE

Almighty God,

to whom all hearts are open,

all desires known,

and from whom no secrets are hidden:
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts

by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you,

and worthily magnify your holy name;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Our Lord Jesus Christ said:

The first commandment is this:

“Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God is the only Lord.
You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart,
with all your soul, with all your mind,

and with all your strength.”

The second is this: “Love your neighbour as yourself.”
There is no other commandment greater than these.
On these two commandments

hang all the law and the prophets.

Amen. Lord, have mercy.

God so loved the world

that he gave his only Son Jesus Christ
to save us from our sins,

to be our advocate in heaven,

and to bring us to eternal life.

Let us confess our sins in penitence and faith,
firmly resolved to keep God’s commandments
and to live in love and peace with all.

Almighty God, our heavenly Father,

we have sinned against you

and against our neighbour

in thought and word and deed,

through negligence, through weakness,
through our own deliberate fault.

We are truly sorry and repent of all our sins.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,

who died for us,

forgive us all that is past

and grant that we may serve you in newness of life
to the glory of your name. Amen.

Almighty God,

who forgives all who truly repent,

have mercy upon us,

pardon and deliver us from all our sins,
confirm and strengthen us in all goodness,
and keep us in life eternal;

through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

The Prayer after Communion

Almighty God,

we thank you for feeding us

with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ.
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies
to be a living sacrifice.

Send us out

in the power of your Spirit

to live and work

to your praise and glory.

Amen.

CHURCH FAMILY NEWS

"HE WILL HOLD ME FAST”

When | fear my faith will fail,
Christ will hold me fast;
when the tempter would prevail,
He will hold me fast.
| could never keep my hold
through life’s fearful path,
for my love is often cold —
He must hold me fast.
He will hold me fast,
He will hold me fast,
for my Saviour loves me so,
He will hold me fast.

Those He saves are His delight,
Christ will hold me fast;
precious in His holy sight,
He will hold me fast.
He'll not let my soul be lost,
His promises shall last;
bought by Him at such a cost —
He will hold me fast.

He will hold me fast...

For my life He bled and died,
Christ will hold me fast;
justice has been satisfied,
He will hold me fast.
Raised with Him to endless life,
He will hold me fast,
till our faith is turned to sight —
when he comes at last.

He will hold me fast...

[repeat chorus to finish]

Ada Ruth Habershon | Matthew Merker | © 2013 Getty Publishing




The Prayer of Humble Access

We do not presume

to come to this your table, merciful Lord,

trusting in our own righteousness,

but in your manifold and great mercies.

We are not worthy

so much as to gather up the crumbs
under your table.

But you are the same Lord

whose nature is always to have mercy.

Grant us therefore, gracious Lord,

so to eat the flesh of your dear Son Jesus Christ

and to drink his blood,

that our sinful bodies may be made clean
by his body

and our souls washed
through his most precious blood,

and that we may evermore dwell in him,
and he in us.

Amen.

Communion Prayers

Almighty God, our heavenly Father,

we thank you that in your tender mercy

you gave your only Son Jesus Christ

to suffer death upon the cross for our redemption;
he made there a full atonement

for the sins of the whole world,

offering once for all his one sacrifice of himself.

He instituted,

and in his holy gospel commanded us to continue,
a perpetual memory of his precious death

until he comes again.

In the same night that he was betrayed,
he took bread and gave you thanks;
he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying,

"Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;
do this in remembrance of me.”

In the same way, after supper
he took the cup and gave you thanks;
he gave it to them, saying,

"Drink this, all of you;

this is my blood of the new covenant,
which is shed for you and for many
for the forgiveness of sins.

Do this, as often as you drink it,

in remembrance of me.”

Amen.

The Administration of Communion

The president and people receive communion, and
the communicant replies
Amen.

BIBLE READING: Exodus 6.1-13
page 48-49; read by Margaret Holden

At the end of the reading...
This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

"THE GOD OF ABRAHAM PRAISE”

The God of Abraham praise,

who reigns enthroned above;

the ancient of eternal days and God of love!
The Lord, the great | AM,

by earth and heaven confessed -

we bow before his holy name, for ever blessed.

To him we lift our voice,

at whose supreme command

from death we rise to gain the joys at his right hand:
we all on earth forsake -

its wisdom, fame, and power;

the God of Israel we shall make our shield and tower.

He by his name has sworn -

on this we shall depend,

and as on eagles’ wings upborne to heaven ascend:
there we shall see his face,

his power we shall adore,

and sing the wonders of his grace for evermore.

Triumphant hosts on high

give thanks eternally

and Holy, holy, holy’ cry, ‘great Trinity!”

Hail Abraham'’s God and ours!

one mighty hymn we raise,

all power and majesty be yours, and endless praise!

Thomas Olivers (1725-1799), from a Hebrew doxology

THE SERMON

THE NICENE CREED

We believe in one God,

the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.



We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit
and the Virgin Mary
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory
to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son
is worshipped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic
and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism
for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come.
Amen.

THE PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
led by Trevor Froude

to finish with the Lord'’s Prayer...
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come,

your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours

now and for ever.

Amen.

"BEFORE THE THRONE OF GOD ABOVE"

Before the throne of God above

| have a strong and perfect plea:

a great High Priest, whose name is Love,
who ever lives and pleads for me.

My name is graven on His hands,

my name is written on His heart;

| know that while in heaven He stands
no tongue can bid me thence depart,
no tongue can bid me thence depart.

When Satan tempts me to despair,
and tells me of the guilt within,
upward | look, and see Him there
who made an end to all my sin.
Because the sinless Saviour died,
my sinful soul is counted free;

for God the just is satisfied

to look on Him and pardon me,

to look on Him and pardon me.

Behold Him there, the Risen Lamb;
my perfect, spotless righteousness;
the great unchangeable | am,

the King of glory and of grace!

One with Himself | cannot die,

my soul is purchased by His blood,
my life is hid with Christ on high;
with Christ, my Saviour and my God,
with Christ, my Saviour and my God.

Charitie Lees Bancroft | Vikki Cook | © 1997 Sovereign Grace Worship

HOLY COMMUNION

The Comfortable Words

Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened,
and | will give you rest. Matthew 11.28

For God so loved the world

that he gave his one and only Son,

that whoever believes in him shall not perish
but have eternal life. John 3.16

Here is a trustworthy saying

that deserves full acceptance:
Christ Jesus came into the world
to save sinners. 1 Timothy 1.15

If anybody sins,

we have an advocate with the Father,

Jesus Christ the righteous;

he is the propitiation for our sins. 1 John 2.1-2



