ST PETER’S KIDS (S.P.K.) & YOUTH GROUPS

We are delighted to welcome children and families to
St Peter’s on Sunday mornings. Please be reassured
that all our SPK leaders have completed the relevant
Safeguarding ‘Safer Recruitment’ process.

Our IGNITE group (school years 9-13) remain in
church throughout the service, and have their own
meetings on Sunday evenings. Details of other
IGNITE activities are available on request.

The SPARK group (school years 5-8) start in church,
but will head off early in the service to their own
meeting in the Vestry, at the front-left of church. They
will join us again before the end of the service.

The BIBLE TOTS and DIGGERS groups (for those
aged 2 up to school year 4) meet in the Church Hall.
Please could parents take their children down to the
Hall for check-in when SPK begins. Diggers kids will
be brought back into church to rejoin their parents;
Bible Tots kids will be brought back into church, but
should be collected from the back by their parents.

The FAMILY ROOM in the Church Hall is for all
babies up to the age of 2, where parents will be able
to watch the livestream of the service.

If you have any questions about either SPK or IGNITE,
please do not hesitate to contact any of the people
listed on the back of the weekly ‘Update”.

COMMUNION AT ST PETER’S

This is a Service of Holy Communion. We invite to the
Lord’s Table today all those who are, by God's grace,
in a right relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ and
with their neighbour. *

When we come to the administration, please remain
in your pew until invited forward by the steward.
Children, and those who do not yet feel ready to
receive communion, are welcome to come forward
for a prayer of blessing (and indicate this by holding
this service-sheet in your hand). It helps the flow of
movement around the church if you then return to
your own pew via the side aisles. If you would prefer
to receive communion in your pew, please indicate
this to the steward.

Gluten-free wafers are available on request.

[ * The official position of the Church of England is that:
“Baptized persons who are communicant members of other
Churches which subscribe to the doctrine of the Holy Trinity
and are in good standing in their own Church shall be
admitted to Communion in accordance with Canon B 15A."]

A very warm welcome to St Peter’s Church!
Thank you for joining us this morning.

St Peter’s

COLCHESTER

Communion Service

Sunday 2nd March 2025
10:30am



THE COLLECT
for the Sunday next before Lent

Almighty Father,

whose Son was revealed in majesty

before he suffered death upon the cross:

give us grace to perceive his glory,

that we may be strengthened to suffer with him

and be changed into his likeness, from glory to glory;
who is alive and reigns with you,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and for ever.

Amen.

WELCOME & INTRODUCTION
Mark Wallace, Vicar of St Peter’s

"CREATOR GOD"

Creator God, who shaped the earth and heavens,
your glory shines in all that you have made;

you spoke the Word, who broke into the darkness —
all earth replies: “majestic is your name!”

And who am |, though made below the angels,

that you, my King, are mindful of my ways?

As moon and stars sing out their joyful chorus,

I lift my voice to join with them in praise.

Redeeming God, creation’s song fell silent

as on the cross, the Light was pierced with dark.

The Word of life to death now hangs surrendered,
the one who spoke out stars now breathes his last.
And who am |, the lowliest of sinners

that you would pay the price my sin deserves?

My Maker scarred for those who marred his likeness,
and from his wounds flows mercy unreserved.

O living God! You broke the tomb in glory,

death could not hold the one who authored life!

His radiant light has shattered through our darkness

and in our hearts, his risen life now shines.

And who are we, that you would call us children

and raise us up from death to life with you,

where we will sing the New Creation anthem:

“O praise the one who's making all things new!"?
[repeat from: “And who are we, that...]

[SPK leave for their groups in the Vestry & Hall]

And so we wait in eager expectation,

and join the song as all creation groans:

“Lord, haste the Day decay is slain by glory,

the Day you call your sons and daughters home.”

Words/Music: © Ben Slee 2017




PRAYERS OF PREPARATION & PENITENCE

Almighty God,

to whom all hearts are open,

all desires known,

and from whom no secrets are hidden:
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts

by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you,

and worthily magnify your holy name;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Our Lord Jesus Christ said:

The first commandment is this:

“Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God is the only Lord.
You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart,
with all your soul, with all your mind,

and with all your strength.”

The second is this: “Love your neighbour as yourself.”
There is no other commandment greater than these.

On these two commandments
hang all the law and the prophets.

Amen. Lord, have mercy.

God so loved the world

that he gave his only Son Jesus Christ
to save us from our sins,

to be our advocate in heaven,

and to bring us to eternal life.

Let us confess our sins in penitence and faith,
firmly resolved to keep God’s commandments
and to live in love and peace with all.

Almighty God, our heavenly Father,

we have sinned against you

and against our neighbour

in thought and word and deed,

through negligence, through weakness,
through our own deliberate fault.

We are truly sorry and repent of all our sins.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,

who died for us,

forgive us all that is past

and grant that we may serve you in newness of life

to the glory of your name. Amen.

Almighty God,

who forgives all who truly repent,

have mercy upon us,

pardon and deliver us from all our sins,
confirm and strengthen us in all goodness,
and keep us in life eternal;

through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

BIBLE READING: Luke 22.7-20

page 881-882; read by Anthony Nwosu

At the end of the reading...
This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

“"LORD OF THE CHURCH"

Lord of the church, we pray for our renewing:
Christ over all, our undivided aim;

fire of the Spirit, burn for our enduing,

wind of the Spirit, fan the living flame!

We turn to Christ amid our fear and failing,
the will that lacks the courage to be free,

the weary labours, all but unavailing,

to bring us nearer what a church should be.

Lord of the church, we seek a Father’s blessing,
a true repentance and a faith restored,

a swift obedience and a new possessing,

filled with the Holy Spirit of the Lord!

We turn to Christ from all our restless striving,
unnumbered voices with a single prayer:

the living water for our souls’ reviving,

in Christ to live, and love and serve and care.

Lord of the church, we long for our uniting,
true to one calling, by one vision stirred;

one cross proclaiming and one creed reciting,
one in the truth of Jesus and his word!

So lead us on, till toil and trouble ended,

one church triumphant one new song shall sing
to praise his glory, risen and ascended,

Christ over all, the everlasting King!

Timothy Dudley-Smith (1926-2024), © 1984, Oxford University Press

THE SERMON

THE NICENE CREED

We believe in one God,

the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.



We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit
and the Virgin Mary
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory
to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son

is worshipped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic

and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism

for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

THE PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
led by Wendy Whitfield

to finish with the Lord'’s Prayer...
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come,

your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours

now and for ever. Amen.

"BEHOLD THE LAMB”

Behold the Lamb who bears our sins away,
slain for us — and we remember

the promise made that all who come in faith
find forgiveness at the cross.

So we share in this bread of life,

and we drink of His sacrifice

as a sign of our bonds of peace -

around the table of the King.

The body of our Saviour Jesus Christ,

torn for you — eat and remember

the wounds that heal, the death that brings us life
paid the price to make us one.

So we share in this bread of life,

and we drink of His sacrifice

as a sign of our bonds of love -

around the table of the King.

The blood that cleanses every stain of sin,
shed for you — drink and remember

he drained death'’s cup that all may enter in
to receive the life of God.

So we share in this bread of life,

and we drink of His sacrifice

as a sign of our bonds of grace -

around the table of the King.

And so with thankfulness and faith we rise
to respond — and to remember

our call to follow in the steps of Christ

as His body here on earth.

As we share in His suffering

we proclaim Christ will come again!

And we'll join in the feast of heaven -
around the table of the King.

Keith & Kristyn Getty & Stuart Townend, © 2007, Thankyou Music

HOLY COMMUNION

The Comfortable Words

Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened,
and | will give you rest. Matthew 11.28

For God so loved the world

that he gave his one and only Son,

that whoever believes in him shall not perish
but have eternal life. John 3.16

Here is a trustworthy saying

that deserves full acceptance:
Christ Jesus came into the world
to save sinners. 1 Timothy 1.15



If anybody sins,

we have an advocate with the Father,

Jesus Christ the righteous;

he is the propitiation for our sins. 1 John 2.1-2

The Prayer of Humble Access

We do not presume

to come to this your table, merciful Lord,

trusting in our own righteousness,

but in your manifold and great mercies.

We are not worthy

so much as to gather up the crumbs
under your table.

But you are the same Lord

whose nature is always to have mercy.

Grant us therefore, gracious Lord,

so to eat the flesh of your dear Son Jesus Christ

and to drink his blood,

that our sinful bodies may be made clean
by his body

and our souls washed
through his most precious blood,

and that we may evermore dwell in him,
and he in us. Amen.

Communion Prayers

Almighty God, our heavenly Father,

we thank you that in your tender mercy

you gave your only Son Jesus Christ

to suffer death upon the cross for our redemption;
he made there a full atonement

for the sins of the whole world,

offering once for all his one sacrifice of himself.

He instituted,

and in his holy gospel commanded us to continue,
a perpetual memory of his precious death

until he comes again.

In the same night that he was betrayed,
he took bread and gave you thanks;
he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying,

"Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;
do this in remembrance of me.”

In the same way, after supper
he took the cup and gave you thanks;
he gave it to them, saying,

"Drink this, all of you;

this is my blood of the new covenant,
which is shed for you and for many
for the forgiveness of sins.

Do this, as often as you drink it,

in remembrance of me.” Amen.

The Administration of Communion

The president and people receive communion, and
the communicant replies
Amen.

The Prayer after Communion

Almighty God,

we thank you for feeding us
with the body and blood

of your Son Jesus Christ.
Through him we offer you
our souls and bodies

to be a living sacrifice.

Send us out

in the power of your Spirit
to live and work

to your praise and glory. Amen.

CHURCH FAMILY NEWS

“"TO GOD BE THE GLORY!”

To God be the glory! great things he has done;
so loved he the world that he gave us his Son,
who yielded his life an atonement for sin,
and opened the life-gate that all may go in.
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord!
Let the earth hear His voice!
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord!
Let the people rejoice!
Come to the Father, through Jesus the Son;
give him the glory; great things he has done.

O perfect redemption, the purchase of blood!

To every believer the promise of God:

the vilest offender who truly believes,

that moment from Jesus a pardon receives.
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord...

Great things he has taught us,
great things he has done,
and great our rejoicing through Jesus the Son;
but purer and higher and greater will be
our wonder, our worship, when Jesus we see!
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord...

lyrics: Fanny J Crosby (1820-1915); tune: Lou Fellingham




THE CONCLUSION

May the peace of God,

which passes all understanding,

keep your hearts and minds

in the knowledge and love of God,

and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord;

and may the blessing of God almighty,

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,

be among you and remain with you always.
Amen.

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
In the name of Christ. Amen.

Please be seated.

Refreshments will be brought to you in the pews.
Do please stay for a while.

CONNECT with us at St Peter’s
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