CONNECT with us at St Peter’s

Please scan this QR code
with your smartphone to
connect with us online:

you can ask a question,
send us a prayer request,
or just ask for more
information about things
at St Peter’s...
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A very warm welcome to St Peter’s Church!
Thank you for joining us this morning.
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THE COLLECT
for the Second Sunday before Lent

Almighty God,

you have created the heavens and the earth
and made us in your own image:

teach us to discern your hand in all your works
and your likeness in all your children;

through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

ST PETER’S KIDS (S.P.K.) & YOUTH GROUPS

We are delighted to welcome children and families to
St Peter’s on Sunday mornings. Please be reassured
that all our SPK leaders have completed the relevant
Safeguarding ‘Safer Recruitment’ process.

Our IGNITE group (school years 9-13) remain in
church throughout the service, and have their own
meetings on Sunday evenings. Details of other
IGNITE activities are available on request.

The SPARK group (school years 5-8) start in church,
but will head off early in the service to their own
meeting in the Vestry, at the front-left of church. They
will join us again before the end of the service.

The BIBLE TOTS and DIGGERS groups (for those
aged 2 up to school year 4) meet in the Church Hall.
Please could parents take their children down to the
Hall for check-in when SPK begins. Diggers kids will
be brought back into church to rejoin their parents;
Bible Tots kids will be brought back into church, but
should be collected from the back by their parents.
The FAMILY ROOM in the Church Hall is for all
babies up to the age of 2, where parents will be able
to watch the livestream of the service.

If you have any questions about either SPK or IGNITE,
please do not hesitate to contact any of the people
listed on the back of the weekly ‘Update”.

WELCOME & INTRODUCTION
Mark Wallace, Vicar of St Peter’s

"JESUS IS LORD - THE CRY THAT ECHOES”

Jesus is Lord’ —
the cry that echoes through creation:
resplendent power, eternal Word, our Rock,
the Son of God, the King whose glory
fills the heavens,
yet bids us come to taste this living Bread.

Jesus is Lord’ —
whose voice sustains the stars and planets,
yet in His wisdom laid aside His crown,
Jesus the Man, who washed our feet,
who bore our suffering,
became a curse to bring salvation’s plan.

‘Jesus is Lord’ —

the tomb is gloriously empty,

not even death could crush this King of love.
The price is paid, the chains are loosed,

and we're forgiven,

and we can run into the arms of God.

[SPK leave for their groups in the Vestry & Hall]

Jesus is Lord’ —

a shout of joy, a cry of anguish,

as He returns, and every knee bows low.
Then every eye and every heart

will see His glory,

the Judge of all will take His children home.

Stuart Townend & Keith Getty, © 2003, Thankyou Music




PRAYER OF CONFESSION

If we say we have no sin,

we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
If we confess our sins,

God is faithful and just to forgive us our sins
and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Almighty God, our heavenly Father,

we have sinned against you

and against our neighbour

in thought and word and deed,

through negligence, through weakness,
through our own deliberate fault.

We are truly sorry

and repent of all our sins.

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
who died for us,

forgive us all that is past

and grant that we may serve you in newness of life
to the glory of your name.

Amen.

May the God of love and power

forgive us and free us from our sins,

heal and strengthen us by his Spirit,

and raise us to new life in Christ our Lord.
Amen.

BIBLE READING: Revelation 22.6-21
page 1041-1042; read by Julia Howard

At the end of the reading...
This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

“THERE IS A HIGHER THRONE"

There is a higher throne
than all this world has known,
where faithful ones from ev'ry tongue
will one day come.
Before the Son we'll stand,
made faultless through the Lamb;
believing hearts find promised grace —
salvation comes.
Hear heaven’s voices sing,
their thunderous anthem rings,
through emerald courts and sapphire skies,
their praises rise.
All glory, wisdom, power,
strength, thanks, and honour are
to God our King, who reigns on high,
for evermore.

And there we'll find our home,
our life before the throne;
we'll honour Him in perfect song
where we belong.
He'll wipe each tear-stained eye
as thirst and hunger die.
The Lamb becomes our Shepherd King;
we'll reign with Him.
Hear heaven’s voices sing...

Keith and Kristyn Getty © 2003 ThankYou Music

THE SERMON

”"LO! HE COMES”

Lo, he comes with clouds descending,
once for favoured sinners slain;
thousand thousand saints attending
swell the triumph of his train:

Alleluia!

God appears on earth to reign.

Every eye shall then behold him

robed in aweful majesty;

those who set at naught and sold him,

pierced and nailed him to the Tree,
deeply wailing,

shall the true Messiah see.

All the wounds of cross and passion
still his glorious body bears;
cause of endless exultation
to his ransomed worshippers.
With what gladness
we shall see the Saviour’s scars!

Yea, Amen, let all adore thee,

high on thine eternal throne;

Saviour, take the power and the glory,

claim the kingdom for thine own:
Alleluia!

Thou shalt reign, and thou alone.

Charles Wesley (1707-88)

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
led by Duncan Breckels

to finish with the Lord'’s Prayer...
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,

your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.



Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation

but deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,

and the glory are yours

now and for ever.

Amen.

"CHURCH OF GOD, ELECT AND GLORIOUS"

Church of God, elect and glorious,
holy nation, chosen race;

called as God's own special people,
royal priests and heirs of grace:
know the purpose of your calling,
show to all his mighty deeds:

tell of love which knows no limits,
grace which meets all human needs.

God has called you out of darkness
into his most marvellous light;
brought his truth to life within you,
turned your blindness into sight.
Let your light so shine around you
that God’s name is glorified;

and all find fresh hope and purpose
in Christ Jesus crucified.

Once you were an alien people,
strangers to God's heart of love;

but he brought you home in mercy,
citizens of heaven above.

Let his love flow out to others,

let them feel a Father's care;

that they too may know his welcome
and his countless blessings share.

Church of God, elect and holy,

be the people he intends;

strong in faith and swift to answer
each command your master sends:
royal priests, fulfil your calling
through your sacrifice and prayer;
give your lives in joyful service,
sing his praise, his love declare!

James Edward Seddon, © 1964, Mrs M Seddon

THE BAPTISM OF THOMAS EDWARDS

The Presentation

Do you wish to be baptized?
Thomas | do.

Are you ready with your own mouth and from your
own heart to affirm your faith in Jesus Christ?
Thomas | am.

Faith is the gift of God to his people.

In baptism the Lord is adding to our number
those whom he is calling.

People of God, will you welcome Thomas
and uphold him in his life in Christ?

With the help of God, we will.

The Decision

Do you reject the devil and all rebellion against God?
Thomas | reject them.

Do you renounce the deceit and corruption of evil?
Thomas | renounce them.

Do you repent of the sins that separate us from God
and neighbour?
Thomas | repent of them.

Do you turn to Christ as Saviour?
Thomas | turn to Christ.

Do you submit to Christ as Lord?
Thomas | submit to Christ.

Do you come to Christ, the way, the truth and the life?
Thomas | come to Christ.

Signing with the Cross

Christ claims you for his own.
Receive the sign of his cross.

Do not be ashamed to confess

the faith of Christ crucified.
Fight valiantly as a disciple of Christ
against sin, the world and the devil,
and remain faithful to Christ
to the end of your life.



Profession of Faith

Brothers and sisters, | ask you to profess
together with Thomas the faith of the Church.

Do you believe and trust in God the Father?
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

Do you believe and trust in his Son Jesus Christ?

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the Virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

Do you believe and trust in the Holy Spirit?
I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic Church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting.

Amen.

Baptism

Thomas, is this your faith?
Thomas This is my faith.

Thomas, | baptize you

in the name of the Father,
and of the Son,

and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Commission

Those who are baptized are called
to worship and serve God.

Will you continue in the apostles' teaching
and fellowship,

in the breaking of bread, and in the prayers?

With the help of God, I will.

Will you persevere in resisting evil,

and, whenever you fall into sin, repent
and return to the Lord?

With the help of God, | will.

Will you proclaim by word and example
the good news of God in Christ?
With the help of God, | will.

Will you seek and serve Christin all people,
loving your neighbour as yourself?
With the help of God, I will.

Will you acknowledge Christ's authority
over human society,

by prayer for the world and its leaders,

by defending the weak,

and by seeking peace and justice?

With the help of God, I will.

May Christ dwell in your heart through faith,
that you may be rooted and grounded in love
and bring forth the fruit of the Spirit.

Amen.

The Welcome

There is one Lord, one faith, one baptism:
Thomas, by one Spirit we are all baptized

into one body.
We welcome you into the fellowship of faith;
we are children of the same heavenly Father;
we welcome you.

CHURCH FAMILY NEWS

"HERE IS LOVE, VAST AS THE OCEAN"

Here is love, vast as the ocean,
loving-kindness as the flood,

when the Prince of Life, our Ransom,
shed for us his precious blood.
Who his love will not remember?
Who can cease to sing his praise?
He can never be forgotten,
throughout Heaven's eternal days.

On the Mount of Crucifixion,

fountains opened deep and wide;
through the flood-gates of God's mercy
flowed a vast and gracious tide.

Grace and love, like mighty rivers,
poured incessant from above,

and Heaven's peace and perfect justice
kissed a guilty world in love.

Let me, all your love accepting,

love you ever all my days;

let me seek your kingdom only

and my life be to your praise.

You alone shall be my glory:

nothing in the world | see!

You have cleansed and sanctified me,
you yourself have set me free.



In your truth you do direct me,

by your Spirit, through your Word;
and your grace my need is meeting,
as | trust in you, my Lord.

All your fullness you are pouring
from your endless wells above,
without measure, full and boundless,
as | yield myself in love.

William Rees (1848-1929)

THE CONCLUSION

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
and the love of God,

and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit,
be with us all evermore.

Amen.

Please be seated.

Refreshments will be brought to you in the pews.
Do please stay for a while.



